AN  EXERCISE  IN  DIPLOMACY

everything shall succeed between us without any great stay or
difficulty. Nevertheless ye shall, on our behalf, desire and most
heartily pray him, that seeing we have here been so frank and
open with his orators in these conferences, he will again show
such frankness both to you there, and to his ambassadors here,
by his letters and instructions to be sent with their commission
as they may, without long tract, condescend to such honourable
and reasonable conditions in all things as may be embraced; in
which case ye may say ye doubt not but he shall both for con-
tribution against the Turk, as after such reasonable rate as it may
be borne, and in all other things to be done on our part, find
us so conformable as he shall have no just cause to put any lack
in that behalf. . , ,

So far the business of mediation between Francis and
Charles appeared to promise well for Henry. But in March
Francis got wind of these amiable projects and took fright.
A close alliance between England and the Emperor was the very
last thing he wanted; so the Bishop of Tarbes was dispatched
to London to offer Henry the position of sole mediator, and to
insinuate doubts of the Emperor's good faith. To the Bishop
Henry replied that he placed the most complete reliance upon
the Emperor's honour: but to Sir Thomas Wyatt Cromwell
wrote in a different key: ' Mr. Wyatt, now handle this matter
in such earnest sort with the Emperor, as the Kong (who by your
fair word hath conceived as certain to find assured friendship
therein) be not deceived. The Frenchmen affirm so constantly
and boldly that nothing spoken by the Emperor, either touch-
ing the principal contrahent, the Council, or further alliance,
hath in the same any manner of good faith, but such fraud and
deceit that [although] the King had gathered a certain con-
fidence in the Emperor's honour and trust, upon your letters
and the relation of Mr. Dudley, I assure you, on my faith, it
would make any man to respect his proceeding.'

In April the Spanish commissioners arrived in London,
apparently to settle the details of the various marriages. To the
intense disgust of Henry and his Council it was then discovered
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